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Aims & Scope

Original research papers on fundamental studies and novel instrumentation development are especially encouraged. The latter include physical, inorganic and

organic chemistry measurement instrumentations that are unique, and chemical sensors. New electronic developments are welcome. Novel applications in areas

such as clinical chemistry, environmental analysis, geochemistry and materials science and engineering, etc. are welcome. Since classical spectrophotometric

measurements and applications, solvent extraction, titrimetry, etc. are well established, studies in such areas should demonstrate a unique and substantial

advantage over presently known systems. Solvent extraction methods in particular, but others as well, should focus on the use of non-hazardous material

substitutes and the minimization of waste generation. Studies with new reagents or systems should be as comprehensive as possible, rather than a series of

similar papers for several elements or compounds. All contributions must meet the high standards set and maintained by Talanta and make a definite and useful

contribution to analytical chemistry.

General

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously in any language, that it is not under consideration for publication

elsewhere, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any other language, without the written consent of the

Publisher.

Types of Contributions

Talanta provides a forum for the publication of original research papers, preliminary communications and reviews in all branches of pure and applied analytical

chemistry. Letters to the Editors will be considered for publication. Data should be submitted only if they are clearly related to analytical measurements.

Submission of Contributions

Online Submission of Papers

Authors are encouraged to submit their manuscript online to one of the Journal Editors by using the online submission tool for Talanta at www.elsevier.com/

locate/talanta. To submit online, authors are required to go to this website and upload their compuscript article (with tables and figures inline) as a Microsoft1

(MS) Word1, WordPerfect1, LaTeX or PostScript document and separately upload associated artwork files. An electronic Adobe Acrobat PDF version of the

article is generated and the reviewing process is carried out using that PDF. Authors, Editors and Reviewers send and receive all correspondence by email via the

website and no paper correspondence is performed.

Full instructions on how to use the online submission tool and how to prepare your manuscript for online submission are available at: www.elsevier.com/locate/

talanta

Submission of Papers By Mail

Authors who prefer to submit their manuscript by post should submit three copies of their manuscripts, one complete set of original illustrations and two copies

to their Regional Editor. Authors are requested to include a note of their fax number and e-mail address when submitting their manuscript. Manuscripts should be

presented in double-spaced typescript. For the final version, in addition to the printed version, authors should submit two copies.

An identical electronic version of their manuscript including text, figures and tables on disk (3.5’’ diskette, CD or Zipdisk) should also be submitted with each

version of the manuscript. Disks must be clearly marked with at least the following: operating system, disk format (DS/DD), software package used, Authors’

names, short title of the paper. The text and graphics should be saved on separate disks. It is essential that the electronic and hardcopy versions are identical. The

hardcopy will be used as the definitive version of the article.

Contributions from North and South America, India, China, Japan, Australia and countries in that half of the world should be sent to:

Professor Gary D. Christian, Department of Chemistry, University of Washington, Box 351700, Seattle WA 98195-1700, USA, Fax number: 206 685 3478,

E-mail: christian@chem.washington.edu

Contributions from Europe, the Middle East and Africa should be sent to:

Professor Jean-Michel Kauffmann, Universite Libre de Bruxelles, Institut de Pharmacie, Campus de la Plaine, C.P. 205/6, Boulevard du Triomphe, B-1050

Bruxelles, BELGIUM, Fax number: 32 2 650 5225, E-mail: talanta@ulb.ac.be

Refereeing of Papers

All papers submitted are refereed by experts who advise the Editors-in-Chief on the matter of acceptance in accordance with the high standards required and on

the understanding that the subject matter has not been previously published and that the authors accept full responsibility for the factual accuracy of the data

presented and have obtained any necessary authority to publish. Referees will be encouraged to present critical and unbiased reports which are designed to assist

the author in presenting material in the clearest and most unequivocal way possible. At the discretion of the Editors-in-Chief, and if referees agree, the names of

referees may be disclosed if thereby agreement between author and referee is likely to result. Authors should appreciate that the comments of referees are

presented in a constructive spirit, and that agreement between the views of author and referee must result in a higher standard of publication.
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When submitting their paper authors are requested to provide names and addresses (including e-mail addresses) of three competent but independent referees,

although the choice of referees used will be made by the Editor.

Preliminary communications will be refereed urgently and will be accorded priority in publication. Letters to the editors will not be refereed, but will be

published at the discretion of the Editors-in-Chief. If accepted, they will also be given priority. All papers accepted are subject to editorial amendment if

necessary.

Presentation of Manuscripts

All papers should be concisely written. Papers must be written in good English (American or British spelling but with use of only one form in the same paper).

Because of the particular importance for analytical methods to be correctly reproducible great care should be taken to ensure that the style and quality is clear

and unambiguous. Authors for whom English is a foreign language are recommended to have the paper thoroughly checked and corrected before submission.

Authors in Japan kindly note that, upon request, Elsevier Japan will provide a list of people who can check and improve the English of an article before

submission. For further information please contact our Tokyo office: Elsevier Japan K.K., 1-9-15 Higashi Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0044, Japan; tel.: þ81-

3-5561-5032; fax: þ81-3-5561-5045; e-mail: info@elsevier.com

Manuscripts should be typewritten with double spacing and wide margins and start with the title (concise but informative) followed by the name(s) of the

author(s), their affiliation (the name and address of the laboratory in which the work was performed) and an abstract (briefly summarising the essential contents

of the paper in 50 to 300 words) and a list of keywords (4–6 words/phrases). The corresponding author should be indicated by a * and his/her fax/telephone/email

details supplied. Where possible, papers should follow the pattern: Introduction, Experimental, Results and Discussion, References or such of these sections

as apply. (For postal submission Tables, Figure legends and Figures should appear at the end of the manuscript).

*Footnotes: please indicate by superscript symbols *,y, z, §, ||, and keep to a minimum. On the title page indicate the corresponding author with a *. You may also

use a footnote to indicate a present address, if different from that given in the institutional affiliation. To acknowledge financial support please use an

Acknowledgements section.

Tables and Figures

The presentation of tables, graphs and formulae should be kept to an absolute minimum and where possible the results from a series of investigations should be in

a table form or as a graph. Unless it is essential to the argument, tables should not list the results of individual experiments, but should summarize results by an

accepted method of expression (e.g. standard deviation). The same information should not be produced in both tables and figures (or given in the Discussion as

well as the Experimental section).

Tables should be numbered serially with Arabic numerals and so constructed as to be intelligible without reference to the text, every table and column being

provided with a heading. Units of measure must always be clearly indicated at the top of each column and should not be repeated on each line of the table.

Footnotes to tables should be indicated by superscript letters. Straight-line calibration graphs are not generally permitted: the necessary information can be

included in the text (e.g. in the form of an equation). More information on the preparation of your illustrations can be found at http://authors.elsevier.com/

artwork

Illustrations

Number illustrations consecutively in the order in which they are referred to in the text. Original line drawings and chemical formulae should be in a form

suitable for direct reproduction, prepared with a good contrast (i.e. black on a white background). Photographs and electron micrographs should be black and

white glossy prints and as rich in contrast as possible. Where magnifications are concerned, it is preferable to indicate the scale by means of a ruled line on the

photograph. There is no need to specify reductions for figures; however, figures will generally be reduced in size before printing and authors are urged to ensure

that any lettering is sufficiently large (minimum height 3–5 mm) to remain legible. Care should be taken when submitting computer graphics to ensure that

labelling is of sufficient size and quality. All illustrations should preferably require the same degree of reduction and be submitted on paper of the same size, or

smaller than the main text to prevent damage in transit. Legends to illustrations should be typed in sequence on a separate page or pages and be understandable

without reference to the text.

The preferred positions for all figures should be indicated in the manuscript by the authors. Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF,

EPS or MS Offices files) and with the correct resolution.

Electronic submission: please include your figures in your article and also submit these as separate high resolution files. Electronic submission of your artwork

helps us to produce your work to the best possible standards. For a detailed guide on electronic artwork please visit: http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork

Print submission: Provide all illustrations as separate high-quality original printouts, suitable for reproduction. Mark the appropriate position of a figure in the

article.

Colour Illustrations

Colour in print - please submit colour illustrations as original photographs, high-quality computer prints, transparencies or high resolution electronic files close

to the size expected in publication, or as 35mm slides. Polaroid colour prints are not suitable. For colour reproduction in print, you will receive information

regarding the costs from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. For further information on the preparation of electronic artwork, please see http://

authors.elsevier.com/artwork

Free colour on the web - if, together with your accepted article, you submit usable colour figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these

figures will appear in colour on the web (e.g., ScienceDirect and other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations are reproduced in colour in the

printed version. Please note that if you do not opt for colour in print, you should submit relevant figures in both colour (for the web) and black and white (for

print).

Supplementary data

Talanta now accepts electronic supplementary material to support and enhance your scientific research. Supplementary files offer the author additional

possibilities to publish supporting applications, movies, animation sequences, high-resolution images, background datasets, sound clips and more.
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Supplementary files supplied will, subject to peer review, be published online alongside the electronic version of your article in Elsevier web products, including

ScienceDirect: www.sciencedirect.com. The presence of these files will be signified by a footnote to the article title, and by a description included in a

‘Supplementary Data’ section at the end of the paper. In order to ensure that your submitted material is directly usable, please ensure that data is provided in one

of our recommended file formats and supply a concise and descriptive caption for each file. Please also clearly indicate whether data files are either i) for

publication online or ii) only to be used as an aid for the refereeing of the paper. For more detailed instructions please visit our Author Gateway at http://

authors.elsevier.com.

Nomenclature

All nomenclature, abbreviation, and units should conform as closely as possible to the rules established by IUPAC (available online at

http://www.chem.qmw.ac.uk/iupac/).

References

In the text refer to the subject or to the author’s name (without initial), followed by the reference number in square brackets; the full references should be given in

a list at the end of the paper in the following form:

[1] J.B. Austin and R.H.H. Pierce, J. Chem. Soc., 57 (1955) 661.

[2] S.T. Yoffe and A.N. Nesmeyanov, Handbook of Magnesium-Organic Compounds, 2nd edn., Vol. 3, Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1956, p. 214.

[3] A.J. Howard, Electron spin resonance spectroscopy, in T.P. Salthouse (Ed.), Structure Elucidation through Applied Spectroscopic Methods, Reidel,

Dordrecht, 1986, pp. 229–253.

[4] A.B. Smith, The Effect of Radiation on Strength of Metals, A.E.R.E., M/R6329, 1962.

[5] N. Feldstein, U.S. Patent 3,574,644, 1971.

Journal-name abbreviations should be those adopted by the Chemical Abstracts Service Source Index (CASSI) style (an electronic version of CASSI which lists

most of the abbreviations is available on-line at www.cas.org/sent.html). If the correct abbreviation is not known, the title should be given in full.

Proofs and Articles in Press

Proofs will be dispatched via e-mail to the corresponding author, by the Publisher and should be returned with corrections as quickly as possible, normally

within 48 hours of receipt. Proofreading is solely the author’s responsibility. Authors should ensure that corrections are returned in one communication and are

complete, as subsequent corrections will not be possible. The publisher reserves the right to publish the paper without waiting for corrected proofs to be returned

by the author, if waiting would cause undue delay. Any amendments will be incorporated and the final article will then be published online as an Article in Press

on ScienceDirect (www.sciencedirect.com).

Articles in Press take full advantage of the enhanced ScienceDirect functionality, including the ability to be cited. This is possible due the innovative use of the

DOI article identifier, which enables the citation of a paper before volume, issue and page numbers are allocated. The Article in Press will be removed once the

paper has been assigned to an issue and the issue has been compiled.

Reprints

The corresponding author of each paper will be provided with a PDF of the article in its published form. Authors wishing to order additional paid reprints should

indicate the number of reprints required when returning proofs.

Copyright Upon acceptance of an article, Authors will be asked to transfer copyright (for more information on copyright see http://authors.elsevier.com). This

transfer will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information. A letter will be sent to the corresponding Author confirming receipt of the manuscript. A

form facilitating transfer of copyright will be provided.

If excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the Author(s) must obtain written permission from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the

article. Elsevier has preprinted forms for use by Authors in these cases: contact Elsevier’s Rights Department, Oxford, UK: phone (þ44) 1865 843830, fax (þ44)

1865 853333, e-mail permissions@elsevier.com. Requests may also be completed on-line via the Elsevier homepage (www.elsevier.com/locate/permissions).

There are no page charges

Author Discount

Contributors to Elsevier journals are entitled to a 30% discount on most Elsevier books, if ordered directly from Elsevier.

Author enquiries

For enquiries relating to the submission of articles (including electronic submission) please visit Elsevier’s Author Gateway at http://authors.elsevier.com. The

Author Gateway also provides the facility to track accepted articles and set up e-mail alerts to inform you of when an article’s status has changed, as well as

detailed artwork guidelines, copyright information, frequently asked questions and more.

Contact details for questions arising after acceptance of an article, especially those relating to proofs, are provided after registration of an article for publication.

Guide for Authors 289



TALANTA

A CHECK LIST FOR AUTHORS BEFORE SUBMISSION

1. Does the subject matter fit with the Aims and Scope of Talanta?

2. Is the work described both new and significant? (Please indicate, or cite in your manuscript, any relevant papers.)

3. Is the Title both short and informative?

4. Have you remembered to include a list of Key Words?

5. Does the Abstract fully represent your scientific contribution? Is it self-contained?

6. Please indicate how many figures are included in your manuscript _______

7. Please indicate how many tables are included in your manuscript _______

8. Authors should also indicate the number of manuscript pages _______

9. Have you avoided repeating yourself and presenting the same data more than once?

10. Have you clearly identified the corresponding author and supplied their full contact details, including fax and e-mail?

11. Is your manuscript double spaced throughout with adequate margins and consists of either:

a. one original plus three hard copies, typed clearly on good quality, 8.5x11’’ or A4 paper?

or

b. one file containing all your text, figures and tables with a file name extension, plus separate original graphic files ready for online submission?

12. Manuscripts should be submitted either online (visit www.elsevier.com/locate/talanta and click on ‘online submission’). If online submission is not

possible, papers may be submitted by post to one of the Editors.

13. Are you submitting to the appropriate editor?

Contributions from North and South America, India, China, Japan, Australia and countries in that half of the World should be sent to:

Professor Gary D. Christian, Department of Chemistry, University of Washington, Box 351700, Seattle WA 98195-1700, USA, Fax number: þ1 206 685 3478,

E-mail: christian@chem.washington.edu

Contributions from Europe, the Middle East and Africa should be sent to:

Professor Jean-Michel Kauffmann, Universite Libre de Bruxelles, Institut de Pharmacie, Campus de la Plaine, C.P. 205/6, Boulevard du Triomphe, B-1050

Bruxelles, BELGIUM, Fax number: þ32 2 650 5225, E-mail: talanta@ulb.ac.be
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